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TITLE II - HIGH STANDARDS IN THE CLASSROOM

Section 201 of the bill would amend Title II of the ESEA in
its entirety, as follows:

PART A - TEACHING TO HIGH STANDARDS

Part A of Title II would authorize a new program in the
ESEA by consolidating the existing Eisenhower State Grants
(Title II) and Innovative Education Program Strategies (Title
VI) programs in the ESEA and Title III of the Goals 2000:
Educate America Act.

SUBPART 1 - FINDINGS, PURPOSE, AND AUTHORIZATION OF
APPROPRIATIONS

Section 2111, findings.   Section  2111 would set out
findings for Part A.

Section 2112, purpose .  Section 2112 would state that the
purpose of Part A is to: (1)  support States and LEAs in
continuing the task of developing challenging content and
student performance standards and aligned assessments, revising
curricula and teacher certification requirements, and using
challenging content and student performance standards to improve
teaching and learning; (2)  ensure that teachers and
administrators have access to professional development that is
aligned with challenging State content and student performance
standards in the core academic subjects; (3)  provide assistance
to new teachers during their first three years in the classroom;
and (4)  support the development and acqui sition of curricular
materials and other instructional aids that are not normally
provided as part of the regular instructional program and that
will advance local standards-based school reform efforts.

Section 2113, authorizations of appropriations.   Section
2113 would authorize the appropriation of such sums as may be
necessary for each of the two operational subparts of Part A for
fiscal years 2001 through 2005.

SUBPART 2 - STATE AND LOCAL ACTIVITIES

Section 2121, allocations to States.   Section 2121 would
provide for allocations to the States, including the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico; the outlying areas; and schools
operated or funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA).  The
Secretary would reserve a total of one percent for the outlying
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areas and the BIA.  The remaining funds would be allocated to
States, based one-half on each State's share of funds under Part
A of Title I for the previous fiscal year and one-half on each
State's relative share of the population aged 5 to 17.  No State
may receive a grant that is less than one-half of one percent of
the amount available for State grants.

Section 2122, priority for professional development in
mathematics and science.   Section 2122(a) would establish rules
for the use of Part A funds for professional development in
mathematics and science at various appropriations levels.  A key
priority of the Teaching to High Standards proposal is directing
Federal sources to support professional development that
strengthens instruction in the core academic content areas,
instead of professional development that uses general strategies
for improving classroom instruction that are not based on
academic content.  Toward that end, the bill would require
States and LEAs to use funds for professional development only
in the academic content areas and would increase the current
Eisenhower program's $250 million set-aside for professional
development in mathematics and science to $300 million.  This
"trigger" means that if the annual appropriation for Part A is
$300 million or less, each State would be required to devote its
entire allocation to supporting professional development in
mathematics and science (including all funds retained at the
State level and those distributed by the SEA and the State
agency for higher education (SAHE) as grants to LEAs).  For
years in which the appropriation is higher than $300 million,
each State would be required to allocate a percentage of its
funding toward mathematics and science professional development
that is at least as much as the State would have received had
the appropriation been $300 million.  The SEA and the SAHE would
jointly determine how the State would structure the use of
State-level funding and grants to LEAs to meet this requirement.

Section 2122(b) wou ld provide that, for purposes of meeting
the priority requirements of subsection (a), professional
development in mathematics and science may include
interdisciplinary activities, as long as these activities
include a strong focus on mathematics and science.  Subsection
(c) would require that funds in excess of the $300 million
appropriation be used in one or more of the core academic
subjects, including mathematics and science.

Section 2123,  State application.   Section 2123 would
require each State to submit an application that is developed by
the SEA in consultation with the SAHE, community-based and other
nonprofit organizations with experience in providing
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professional development, and institutions of higher education
(IHEs).  This section would also describe what States must
include in their applications.  The Secretary would have to
approve a State application if a peer-review panel determines
that it satisfactorily addresses the application requirements
and holds reasonable promise of achieving the purposes of the
program.

Section 2124, annual State reports.   Section 2124 would
require a State to submit annual  reports to the Secretary that
describe its activities under this program, report on the
progress of subgrant recipients against program performance
indicators that the Secretary identifies and any other
indicators that the State requires, and contain other
information that the Secretary requires.

Section 2125, within-State allocations.   Section 2125 would
allow an SEA to reserve up to 10 percent of the State allocation
for State-level activities, program evaluations, and
administration.  Not more than one third of this reservation
could be used for administration.  The SEA would also have to
make available to the SAHE an amount equal to what the State's
allocation would be if the amount of the appropriation for this
subpart were $60 million.  From the amount remaining, the SEA
would make formula and competitive subgrant awards to LEAs.  Of
the amount that is reserved for LEAs, the SEA would allocate 50
percent to LEAs in proportion to the relative numbers of
children, aged 5 to 17, from low-income families within the LEA
and award 50 percent to LEAs on a competitive basis.

Section 2126, State-level activities.   Section 2126 would
provide examples of activities that SEAs could carry out with
the funds they reserve for State-level activities to promote
high-quality instruction.

Section 2127, subgrants to partnerships of institutions of
higher education and local educational agencies.   Section 2127
would allow SAHEs to reserve not more than 3  percent of their
allocation for administrative activities and program evaluations
and require them, in cooperation with the SEA, to award
competitive subgrants to, or enter into contracts or cooperative
agreements with, IHEs or nonprofit organizations to provide
professional development in the core academic subjects.  These
awards would be for 3 years (which would be extended for 2 more
years if the subgrantee is making substantial progress) and made
using a peer-review process.  The SAHE would give priority to
projects that focus on teacher induction programs and could make
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awards only to projects that include an LEA, are coordinated
with activities carried out under Title II of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (if the LEA or IHE is participating in
that program), and involve the IHE's school or department of
education and the school or departments in the specific
disciplines in which the professional development will be
provided.

Section 2127 would als o describe the activities that award
recipients must carry out and require them to submit an annual
report to the SAHE, beginning with fiscal year 2002, on their
progress against indicators of program performance that the
Secretary may establish.  The SAHE would provide the SEA with
copies of these reports.

Section 2128, competitive local awards.   Section 2128 would
require SEAs to award competitive subgrants to LEAs from the
funds reserved for that purpose under section 2125.  The SEA
would use a peer-review process that includes reviewers who are
knowledgeable in the academic content areas.  SEAs would award
subgrants based on the quality of the applicants' proposals and
their likelihood of success, and on the demonstrated need of
applicants, based on specified criteria.

Section 2128 would also require SEAs to adopt strategies to
ensure that LEAs with the greatest need are provided a
reasonable opportunity to receive an award.  Subgrants would be
for a three-year period, which the SEA would extend for an
additional two years if it determines that the LEA is making
substantial progress toward meeting the goals in the LEA's
district-wide plan for raising student achievement against State
standards and against the performance indicators identified by
the Secretary under section 2136.

Section 2129, local applications.   Section 2129 would
require an LEA to submit an application to the SEA in order to
be eligible to receive a formula or competitive subgrant.  The
application would include a district-wide plan that describes
how the LEA will raise student achievement against State
standards by:  (1)  supporting the alignment of curricula,
assessments, and professional development to challenging State
and local content standards. (2)  providing professional
development in the core academic content areas; (3)  carrying out
activities to assist new teachers during their first three years
in the classroom; and (4)  ensuring that teachers employed by the
LEA are proficient in teaching skills and content knowledge.
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In a ddition, the LEA application would:  (1)  identify
specific goals for achieving the purposes of the program;
(2) describe how the LEA will address the needs of high-poverty,
low-performing schools; (3)  describe how the LEA will address
the needs of teachers of students with limited English
proficiency and other students with special needs; (4)  include
an assurance that the LEA will collect data that measures
progress toward the indicators of program performance that the
Secretary identifies; (5)  describe how  the LEA will coordinate
funds under this subpart with professional development
activities funded through other State and Federal programs;
(6) describe how the LEA will use its subgrant funds awarded by
formula to address the items in the district-wide plan described
above; and (7)  describe how it would use the additional funds
from a competitive subgrant, if it is applying for one, to
implement that plan.

 Section 2130, uses of funds.   Section 2130 would describe
the activities an LEA may conduct with program funds in order to
implement its district-wide plan.

Section 2131, local accountability.   Section 2131 would
require each LEA to submit an annual report to the SEA,
beginning in fiscal year 2002, that contains:  (1)  information
on its progress against the indicators of program performance
that the Secretary identifies and against the LEA's program
goals; (2)  data disaggregated by school poverty level, as
defined by the Secretary; and (3)  a description of the
methodology the subgrantee used to gather the data.

Section 2132, local cost-sharing requirement.   Section 2132
would provide that the Federal share of activities carried out
under Subpart  2 with funds received by formula may not exceed
67 percent for any fiscal year.  The Federal share of acti vities
carried out under this subpart with funds awarded on a
competitive basis could not exceed 85  percent during the first
year of the subgrant, 75  percent during the second year,
65 percent during the third year, 55  percent during the fourth
year, and 50  percent during the fifth year.

Section 2133, maintenance of effort.   Section 2133 would
require each participating LEA to maintain its fiscal effort for
professional development at the average of its expenditures over
the previous three years.

Section 2134, equipment and textbooks.   Section 2134 would
provide that subgrantees may not use program funds for
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equipment, computer hardware, textbooks, telecommunications
fees, or other items, that would otherwise be provided by the
LEA or State, or by a private school whose students receive
services under the program.

Section 2135, supplement, not supplant.    Section 2135
would require an LEA to use program funds only to supplement the
level of funds or resources that would otherwise be made
available from non-Federal sources, and not to supplant those
non-Federal funds or resources.

Section 2136,  program performance indicators.   Section
2136 would require the Secretary to identify indicators of
program performance against which recipients would report their
progress.

Section 2137, definitions.   Section 2137 would define "core
academic subjects", "high-poverty local educational agency",
"low-performing school", and "professional development".

SUBPART 3 - NATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF
TEACHING AND SCHOOL LEADERSHIP

Section 2141, program authorized.   Section 2141 would
authorize the Secretary to make awards to a wide variety of
public and private agencies and entities to support:
(1) activities of national significance that are not supporte d
through other sources and that the Secretary determines will
contribute to the improvement of teaching and school leadership
in the Nation's schools; (2)  activities of national significance
that will contribute to the recruitment and retention of highly
qualified teachers and principals in high-poverty LEAs; (3)  a
national evaluation of the Part A program; and (4)  the National
Board for Professional Teaching Standards.  Section 2141(b)(5)
would direct the Secretary to provide support for the Eisenhower
National Clearinghouse for Mathematics and Science Education
under section 2142.

Section 2142, Eisenhower National Clearinghouse for
Mathematics and Science Education.   Section 2142 would retain,
with few changes, the authority in current section 2102(b) for
the Eisenhower National Clearinghouse for Mathematics and
Science Education, as follows:

Subsection (a) would provide authority for the
Clearinghouse.
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Subsection (b) would authorize activities and establish
certain requirements related to the Clearinghouse, including the
application and award process, the duration of the grant or
contract, the activities the award recipient must carry out, the
submission of materials to the Clearinghouse, and the
establishment of a steering committee.
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PART B – TRANSITION TO TEACHING; TROOPS TO TEACHERS

Section 2111, findings.   Section 2211 of the ESEA would set
out the Congressional findings for the new Part B.  In the next
decade, school districts will need to hire more than 2 million
teachers, especially in the areas of math, science, foreign
languages, special education, and bilingual education.  The need
for teachers able to teach in high-poverty school districts will
be particularly high.  To meet this need, talented Americans of
all ages should be recruited to become successful, qualified
teachers.

Nearly 28 percent of teachers of academic subjects have
neither a major nor a minor in their main assignment fields.
This problem is even more acute in high-poverty areas, where the
out-of-field percentage is 39.

Additionally, the Third International Math and Science
Study (TIMSS) ranked U.S. high school seniors last among 16
countries in physics, and next to last in math.  Based mainly on
TIMSS data, it is also evident that a stronger emphasis needs to
be placed on the academic preparation of our children in math
and science.

Further, one-fourth of high-poverty schools find it very
difficult to fill bilingual teaching positions, and nearly half
of public school teachers have students in their classrooms for
whom English is a second language.

Many career-changing professionals with strong content-area
skills are interested in making a transition to a teaching
career, but need assistance in getting the appropriate
pedagogical training and classroom experience.  The Troops to
Teachers model has been highly successful in linking high-
quality teachers to teach in high-poverty school districts.

Section 2212, purpose.   Section 2212 of the ESEA would
establish the statement of purpose for the program, which would
be to address the need of high-poverty school districts for
highly qualified teachers in subject areas such as mathematics,
science, foreign languages, bilingual education, and special
education needed by those school districts.  This would be
accomplished by continuing and enhancing the Transition to
Teaching model for recruiting and supporting the placement of
such teachers, and by recruiting, preparing, placing, and
supporting career-changing professionals who have knowledge and
experience that would help them become such teachers.
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Section 2213, program authorized.   Section 2213 of the ESEA
would establish the program authority and the authorization of
appropriations for the Transition to Teaching program.  Under
section 2213(a), the Secretary would be authorized to use funds
appropriated under section 2213(c) for each fiscal year to award
grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements to institutions of
higher education and public and private nonprofit agencies or
organizations to carry out programs authorized by this part.

Section 2213(b)(1)(A) would provide that, before making any
awards under section 2213(a), the Secretary would be required to
consult with the Secretaries of Defense and Transportation with
respect to the appropriate amount of funding necessary to
continue and enhance the Troops to Teachers program.
Additionally, section 2213(b)(1)(B) would provide that, upon
agreement, the Secretary would transfer the amount under section
2213(b)(1)(A) to the Department of Defense to carry out the
Troops to Teachers program.  Further, section 2213(b)(2) would
allow the Secretary to enter into a written agreement with the
Departments of Defense and Transportation, or take such steps as
the Secretary determines are appropriate to ensure effective
continuation of the Troops to Teachers program.

Finally, section 2213(c) would authorize the appropriation
of such sums as may be necessary to carry out Part B for fiscal
years 2001 through 2005.

Section 2214, application.   Section 2214 of the ESEA would
establish the application requirements.  Section 2214 would
provide that an applicant that desires a grant under Part B must
submit to the Secretary an application containing such
information as the Secretary may require.  Applicants would be
required to:  (1)  include a description of the target group of
career-changing professionals on which they would focus in
carrying out their programs under this part, including a
description of the characteristics of that target group that
shows how the knowledge and experience of its members is
relevant to meeting the purpose of this part; (2)  describe how
it plans to identify and recruit program participants;
(3) include a description of the training program participants
would receive and how that training would relate to their
certification as teachers; (4)  describe how it would ensure that
program participants were placed and would teach in high-poverty
LEAs;  (5)  include a description of the teacher induction
services that program participants would receive throughout at
least their first year of teaching; (6)  include a description of
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how the applicant would collaborate, as needed, with other
institutions, agencies, or organizations to recruit, train,
place, and support program participants under this part,
including evidence of the commitment of the institutions,
agencies, or organizations to the applicant's program;
(7) include a description of how the applicant would evaluate
the progress and effectiveness of its program, including the
program's goals and objectives, the performance indicators the
applicant would use to measure the program's progress, and the
outcome measures that would be used to determine the program's
effectiveness; and (8)  submit an assurance that the applicant
would provide to the Secretary such information as the Secretary
determines necessary to determine the overall effectiveness of
programs under this part.

Section 2215, uses of funds and period of service.   Section
2215 of the ESEA would describe the activities authorized under
Part B.  Under section 2215(a), Part B funds could be used to:
(1) recruit program participants, including informing them of
opportunities under the program and putting them in contact with
other institutions, agencies, or organizations that would train,
place, and support them; (2)  authorize training stipends and
other financial incentives for program participants, not to
exceed $5,000, in the aggregate, per participant; (3)  assist
institutions of higher education or other providers of teacher
training to meet the particular needs of professionals who are
changing their careers to teaching; (4)  authorize placement
activities, including identifying high-poverty LEAs with needs
for particular skills and characteristics of the newly trained
program participants and assisting those participants to obtain
employment in those LEAs; and (5)  authorize post-placement
induction or support activities for program participants.

Section 2215(b) would establish the required period of
service for program participants.  Under section 2215(b), a
program participant who completes his or her training would be
required to teach in a high-poverty LEA for at least three
years.  Section 2215(c) would allow the Secretary to establish
appropriate requirements to ensure that program participants who
receive a training stipend or other financial incentive, but
fail to complete their service obligation, repay all or a
portion of such stipend or other incentive.

Section 2216, equitable distribution.   Section 2216 of the
ESEA would require the Secretary, to the extent practicable, to
make awards under Part B that support programs in different
geographic regions of the Nation.
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Section 2217, definitions.   Section 2217 of the ESEA would
establish definitions for the program.  Section 2217(1) would
define the term "high-poverty local educational agency" as an
LEA in which the percentage of children, ages 5 though 17, from
families below the poverty line is 20 percent or greater, or the
number of such children exceeds 10,000.  Section 2217(2) would
define the term "program participants" as career-changing
professionals who hold at least a baccalaureate degree,
demonstrate interest in, and commitment to, becoming a teacher,
and have knowledge and experience relevant to teaching a high-
need subject area in a high-poverty LEA.
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PART C - EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Section 2301, purpose.   Section 2301 of the ESEA would
establish the purpose of the new Part C program, which is to
support the national effort to attain the first of America's
Education Goals by enhancing school readiness and preventing
reading difficulties in young children, through early childhood
education programs that improve the knowledge and skills of
early childhood educators working in high-poverty communities.
The program would help meet the need for early childhood
educators in high-poverty communities with limited access to
early childhood education and to high-quality early childhood
education professionals.

Section 2302, program authorized.   Section 2302(a) of the
ESEA would authorize the Secretary to make competitive grants to
eligible partnerships.  An eligible partnership would consist
of:  (1)  at least one institution of higher education that
provides professional development for early childhood educators
who work with children from low-income families in high-need
communities, or another public or private, nonprofit entity that
provides that professional development; and (2)  at least one
other public or private nonprofit agency or organization, such
as an LEA, an SEA, a State human services agency, a State or
local agency administering programs under the Child Care and
Development Block Grant Act of 1990, or a Head Start agency.

Section 2302(b) would direct the Secretary to give a
priority to applications from partnerships that include at least
one LEA that operates early childhood programs for children from
low-income families in high-need communities.

Section 2302(c) would authorize grants for up to four
years, and limit each grantee to one grant under this program.

Section 2303, applications.   Section 2303 of the ESEA would
set out requirements for applications for funds.  Among other
information, each application would include a description of the
high-need community to be served; information on the quality of
the early childhood educator professional development program
currently being conducted by a member of the partnership;  the
results of  the applicant's assessment of the professional
development needs of early childhood education providers to be
served by the partnership and in the broader community and how
the project will address those needs; a description of how the
proposed project would be carried out; descriptions of the
project's specific objectives and how progress toward those
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objectives will be measured; how the applicant plans to
institutionalize project activities once Federal funding ends;
an assurance that, where applicable, the project will provide
appropriate professional development to volunteer staff, as well
as to paid staff; and an assurance that the applicant consulted
with, and will consult with, relevant agencies and organizations
that are not members of the partnership.

Section 2304, selection of grantees.   Section 2304 of the
ESEA would require the Secretary to select grantees according to
both the community's need for assistance and the quality of
applications, and seek to ensure that communities in urban and
rural communities and in different regions of the Nation are
served.

Section 2305, uses of funds.   Section 2305 of the ESEA
would require that, in general, grant recipients use grant funds
to carry out activities that will improve the knowledge and
skills of early childhood educators who are working in early
childhood programs serving concentrations of poor children in
high-need communities.  Allowable professional development
activities for early childhood educators include, but would not
be limited to, activities that:   familiarize early childhood
educators with recent research on child, language, and literacy
development and on early childhood pedagogy; train them to work
with parents, and with children with limited English
proficiency, disabilities, and other special needs; assist
educators during their first three years in the field;
development and implementation of professional development
programs for early childhood educators using distance learning
and other technologies; and data collection, evaluation, and
reporting activities necessary to meet program accountability
requirements.

Section 2306, accountability.    Section 2306(a) of the ESEA
would require the Secretary to announce performance indicators,
designed to measure the quality of the professional development
on the early childhood education provided by the individuals
trained, and such other measures of program impact as the
Secretary determines.  Section 2306(b) would require projects to
report annually on their progress in meeting these performance
indicators.  The Secretary could terminate a grant if the
grantee is not making satisfactory progress against the
Secretary's indicators.

Section 2307, cost-sharing.   Section 2307 of the ESEA would
require each grantee to contribute at least half of the overall
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cost of its project, including at least 20 percent in each year,
from other sources, which may include other Federal sources.
The Secretary could waive or modify this requirement in the case
of demonstrated financial hardship.

Section 2308, definitions.   Section 2308 of the ESEA would
define the terms "high-need community", "low-income family", and
"early childhood educator".

Section 2309, Federal coordination.   Section 2309 of the
ESEA would direct the Secretaries of Education and Health and
Human Services to coordinate activities of this program and
other early childhood programs that they administer.

Section 2310, authorization of appropriations.    Section
2310 of the ESEA would authorize the appropriation of such sums
as may be necessary for fiscal year 2001 and each of the four
succeeding fiscal years to carry out Part C.
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PART D – TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Section 2401, findings.   Section 2401 of the ESEA would
state the Congressional findings for Part D as follows:
(1) sustained, high-quality technical assistance that responds
to State and local demand supported by widely disseminated,
research-based information on what constitutes high-quality
technical assistance and how to identify high-quality technical
assistance providers, can enhance the opportunity for all
children to achieve to challenging State academic content and
student performance standards; (2)  an integrated system for
acquiring, using, and supplying technical assistance is
essential to improving programs and affording all children this
opportunity; (3)  States, LEAs, tribes, and schools serving
students with special needs, such as educationally disadvantaged
students and students with limited English proficiency , have
clear needs for technical assistance in order to use funds under
the ESEA to provide those students with opportunities to achieve
to challenging State academic content standards and student
performance standards; (4)  current technical assistance and
dissemination efforts are insufficiently responsive to the needs
of States, LEAs, schools, and tribes for help in identifying
their particular needs for technical assistance and developing
and implementing their own integrated systems for using the
various sources of funding for technical assistance activities
under the ESEA (as well as other Federal, State, and local
resources) to improve teaching and learning and to implement
more effectively the programs authorized by the ESEA; and
(5) the Internet and other forms of advanced telecommunications
technology are an important means of providing information and
assistance in a cost-effective way.

Section 2402, purpose.   Section 2402 of the ESEA would
state the purpose for Part D as being to create a comprehensive
and cohesive, national system of technical assistance and
dissemination that is based on market principles in responding
to the demand for, and expanding the supply of, high-quality
technical assistance.  This system would support States, LEAs,
tribes, schools, and other recipients of funds under the ESEA in
implementing standards-based reform and improving student
performance through:  (1)  the provision of financial support and
impartial, research-based information designed to assist States
and high-need LEAs to develop and implement their own integrated
systems of technical assistance and select high-quality
technical assistance activities and providers for use in those
systems; (2)  the establishment of technical assistance centers
in areas that reflect identified national needs, in order to
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ensure the availability of strong technical assistance in those
areas; (3)  the integration of all technical assistance and
information dissemination activities carried out or supported by
the Department of Education in order to ensure comprehensive
support for school improvement; (4) the creation of a
technology-based system, for disseminating information about
ways to improve educational practices throughout the Nation,
that reflects input from students, teachers, administrators, and
other individuals who participate in, or may be affected by, the
Nation's educational system; and (5)  national evaluations of
effective technical assistance.

SUBPART 1 – STRENGTHENING THE CAPACITY OF STATE AND LOCAL
EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES TO BECOME EFFECTIVE, INFORMED CONSUMERS OF

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Section 2411, purpose.   Section 2411 of the ESEA would
state the purposes of Subpart 1 of Part D of Title II.  Section
2411(1) would state one such purpose as being to provide grants
to SEAs and LEAs in order to:  (1)  respond to the growing demand
for increased local decisionmaking in determining technical
assistance needs and appropriate technical assistance services;
(2) encourage SEAs and LEAs to assess their technical assistance
needs and how their various sources of funding for technical
assistance under the ESEA and from other sources can best be
coordinated to meet those needs (including their needs to
collect and analyze data); (3)  build the capacity of SEAs and
LEAs to use technical assistance effectively and thereby improve
their ability to provide the opportunity for all children to
achieve to challenging State academic content standards and
student performance standards; and (4)  assist SEAs and LEAs in
acquiring high-quality technical assistance.

Section 2411(2) would state the other purpose of Subpart 1
as being to establish an independent source of consumer
information regarding the quality of technical assistance
activities and providers, in order to assist SEAs and LEAs, and
other consumers of technical assistance that receive funds under
the ESEA, in selecting technical assistance activities and
providers for their use.

Section 2412, allocation of funds.   Section 2412 of the
ESEA would describe how funds appropriated to carry out Subpart
1 would be allocated.  From those appropriations for any fiscal
year, the Secretary would first allocate one percent of the
funds to the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Outlying Areas, in
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accordance with their respective needs for such funds (as
determined by the Secretary) to carry out activities that meet
the purposes of Subpart 1.  The Secretary would allocate two-
thirds of the remaining funds to SEAs in accordance with the
formula described in section 2413 and allocate one-third of the
remaining funds to the 100 LEAs with the largest number of
children counted under section 1124(c) of the ESEA, in
accordance with the formula described in section 2416.

Section 2413, formula grants to State educational agencies.
Section 2413 of the ESEA would set out the formula for awarding
grants to States.  The Secretary would allocate funds among the
States in proportion to the relative amounts each State would
have received for Basic Grants under Subpart 2 of Part A of
Title I of the ESEA for the most recent fiscal year, if the
Secretary had disregarded the allocations under that subpart to
LEAs that are eligible to receive direct grants under new
section 2416.  This allocation would be adjusted as necessary to
ensure that, of the total amount allocated to States and to LEAs
under section 2416, the percentage allocated to a State under
section 2413 and to localities in the State under section 2416
is at least the percentage used for the small-State minimum
under section 1124(d) for the previous fiscal year.  The
Secretary would also reallocate to other States any amount of
any State's allocation under section 2413 of the ESEA that would
not be required to carry out the activities for which such
amount has been allocated for a fiscal year.

Section 2414, State application.   Section 2414 of the ESEA
would describe the application requirements for State formula
grants.  Each State seeking a grant under Subpart 1 would be
required to submit an application to the Secretary at such time,
in such manner, and containing such information as the Secretary
may require.  Each such application would be required to
describe:  (1) the State's need for, and the capacity of the SEA
to provide, technical assistance in implementing programs under
the ESEA (including assistance on the collection and analysis of
data) and in implementing the State plan or policies for
comprehensive, standards-based education reform; (2) how the
State will use the funds provided under this subpart to
coordinate all its sources of funds for technical assistance,
including all sources of such funds under the ESEA, into an
integrated system of providing technical assistance to LEAs, and
other local recipients of funds under the ESEA, within the State
and implement that system; (3) the SEA's plan for using funds
from all sources under the ESEA to build its capacity, through
the acquisition of outside technical assistance and other means,
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to provide technical assistance to LEAs and other recipients
within the State; (4) how, in carrying out technical assistance
activities using funds provided from all sources under the ESEA,
the State will assist LEAs and schools in providing high-quality
education to all children served under the ESEA to achieve to
challenging academic standards, give the highest priority to
meeting the needs of high-poverty, low-performing LEAs (taking
into consideration any assistance that the LEAs may be receiving
under section 2416), and give special consideration to LEAs and
other recipients of funds under the ESEA serving rural and
isolated areas.  The Secretary would be required to approve a
State's application for funds if it meets these requirements and
is of sufficient quality to meet the purposes of Subpart 1.  In
determining whether to approve a State's application, the
Secretary would be required to take into consideration the
advice of peer reviewers, and could not disapprove any
application without giving the State notice and opportunity for
a hearing.

Section 2415, State uses of funds.   Section 2415 of the
ESEA would describe the permissible uses of State formula grant
funds under Subpart 1.  The SEA could use these funds to:
(1) build its capacity (and the capacity of other State agencies
that implement ESEA programs) to use ESEA technical assistance
funds effectively through the acquisition of high-quality
technical assistance, and the selection of high-quality
technical assistance activities and providers, that meet the
technical assistance needs identified by the State; (2)  develop,
coordinate, and implement an integrated system that provides
technical assistance to LEAs and other ESEA recipients within
the State, directly, through contracts, or through subgrants to
LEAs, or other ESEA recipients of funds, for activities that
meet the purposes of Subpart 1, and uses all sources of funds
provided for technical assistance, including all ESEA sources;
and (3)  acquire the technical assistance it needs to increase
opportunities for all children to achieve to challenging State
academic content standards and student performance standards,
and to implement the State's plan or policies for comprehensive
standards-based education reform.

A State's integrated system of providing  technical
assistance could include assistance on such activities as:
(1) implementing State standards in the classroom, including
aligning instruction, curriculum, assessments, and other aspects
of school reform with those standards; (2)  collecting,
disaggregating, and using data to analyze and improve the
implementation, and increase the impact, of educational
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programs; (3)  conducting needs assessments and planning
intervention strategies that are aligned with State goals and
accountability systems; (4)  planning and implementing effective,
research-based reform strategies, including schoolwide reforms,
and strategies for making schools safe, disciplined, and drug-
free; (5)  improving the quality of teaching and the ability of
teachers to serve students with special needs (including
educationally disadvantaged students and students with limited
English proficiency); and (6)  planning and implementing
strategies to promote opportunities for all children to achieve
to challenging State academic content standards and student
performance standards.

Section 2416, Grants to large local educational agencies.
Section 2416 of the ESEA would describe the formula for
providing grants under Subpart 1 to the 100 largest, high-need
LEAs.  Under section 2416, the Secretary would allocate funds
among the LEAs described in section 2412(2)(B) in proportion to
the relative amounts allocated to each such LEA for Basic Grants
under Subpart 2 of Part A of Title I for the most recent fiscal
year.  As under the State formula in section 2413, the Secretary
would be required to reallocate unused LEA allocations.

Section 2417, local application.   Section 2417 of the ESEA
would detail the application requirements that the LEAs must
meet to receive direct grants under Subpart 1.  Each LEA would
be required to submit an application to the Secretary at such
time, in such manner, and containing such information as the
Secretary may require.  Each application would be required to
describe:  (1)  the LEA's need for technical assistance in
implementing ESEA programs (including assistance on the use and
analysis of data) and in implementing the State's, or its own,
plan or policies for comprehensive standards-based education
reform; (2)  how the LEA will use the grant funds to coordinate
all its various sources of funds for technical assistance,
including all ESEA sources and other sources, into an integrated
system for acquiring and using outside technical assistance and
other means of building its own capacity to provide the
opportunity for all children to achieve to challenging State
academic content standards and student performance standards
implementing programs under the ESEA, and implement that system.
In determining whether to approve a State's application, the
Secretary would be required to take into consideration the
advice of peer reviewers, and could not disapprove any
application without giving the State notice and opportunity for
a hearing.
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Section 2418, local uses of funds.   Section 2418 of the
ESEA would describe the ways in which an LEA could use direct
grant funds awarded under Subpart 1.  The LEA could use those
funds to:  (1)  build its capacity to use ESEA technical
assistance funds through the acquisition of high-quality
technical assistance and the selection of high-quality technical
assistance activities and providers that meet its technical
assistance needs; (2)  develop, coordinate, and implement an
integrated system of providing technical assistance to its
schools using all sources of funds provided for technical
assistance, including all ESEA sources; and (3)  acquire the
technical assistance it needs to increase opportunities for all
children to achieve to challenging State academic content
standards and student performance standards and to implement the
State's, or its own, plan or policies for comprehensive
standards-based education reform. An LEA may use these funds for
technical assistance activities such as those described in
section 2415(b) of the ESEA.

Section 2419, equitable services for private schools.
Section 2419 of the ESEA would describe how equitable services
would be provided to private schools.  First, if an SEA or LEA
uses funds under Subpart  1 to provide professional development
for teachers or school administrators, the SEA or LEA would be
required to provide for professional development for teachers or
school administrators in private schools located in the same
geographic area on an equitable basis.  Similarly, if an SEA or
LEA uses funds under Subpart  1 to provide information about
State educational goals, standards, or assessments, the SEA or
LEA would be required to provide that information, upon request,
to private schools located in the same geographic area.
However, if an SEA or LEA is prohibited by law from meeting
these requirements, or the Secretary determines the SEA or LEA
has substantially failed or is unwilling to comply with these
requirements, the Secretary shall waive these requirements and
arrange for the provision of professional development services
for the private school teachers or school administrators,
consistent with applicable State goals and standards and section
11806 of the ESEA.

Section 2419A, consumer information.   Section 2419A of the
ESEA would require the Secretary to establish, through one or
more contracts, an independent source of consumer information
regarding the quality and effectiveness of technical assistance
activities and providers available to States, LEAs, and other
recipients of funds under the ESEA, in selecting technical
assistance activities and providers for their use.  Such a
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contract could be awarded for a period of up to five years, and
the Secretary could reserve, from the funds appropriated to
carry out Subpart 1 for any fiscal year, such sums as the
Secretary determines necessary to carry out section 2419A.

Section 2419B, authorization of appropriations.   Section
2419B of the ESEA would authorize the appropriation of such sums
as may be necessary for fiscal year 2001 and for each of the
four succeeding fiscal years to carry out Subpart 1.

SUBPART 2 – TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CENTERS SERVING SPECIAL NEEDS

Section 2421, general provisions.   Section 2421 of the ESEA
would set out the general provisions applicable to all technical
assistance providers that receive funds under Subpart 2, all
consortia that receive funds under proposed Subpart 2 of Part B
of Title III of the ESEA (as amended by Title III of the bill),
and the educational laboratories, and clearinghouses of the
Educational Resources Information Center, supported under the
Educational Research, Development, Dissemination, and
Improvement Act.  Each provider, consortium, laboratory or
clearinghouse would be required to:  (1)  participate in a
technical assistance network with the Department and other
federally supported technical assistance providers in order to
coordinate services and resources; (2)  ensure that the services
they provide are high-quality, cost-effective, reflect the best
information available from research and practice, and are
aligned with State and local  education reform efforts; (3)  in
collaboration with SEAs  in the States served, educational
service agencies (where appropriate), and representatives of
high-poverty, low-performing urban and rural LEAs in each State
served, develop a targeted approach to providing technical
assistance that gives priority to providing  intensive, ongoing
services to high-poverty LEAs and schools that are most in need
of raising student achievement (such as schools identified as in
need of improvement under section 1116(c) of the ESEA);
(4) coope rate with the Secretary in carrying out activities
(including technical assistance activities authorized by other
ESEA programs) such as publicly disseminating materials and
information that are produced by the Department and are  relevant
to the purpose, expertise, and mission of the technical
assistance provider; and (5)  use technology, including
electronic dissemination networks and Internet-based resources,
in innovative ways to provide high-quality technical assistance.
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Section 2422, centers for technical assistance on the needs
of special populations.   Section 2422 of the ESEA would
authorize the Secretary to award grants, contracts, or
cooperative agreements to public or private nonprofit entities
(or consortia of those entities) to operate two new centers to
provide technical assistance to SEAs, LEAs, schools, tribes,
community-based organizations, and other recipients of funds
under the ESEA concerning how to address the specific
linguistic, cultural, or other needs of limited English
proficient, migratory, Indian, and Alaska Native students, and
educational strategies for enabling those students to achieve to
challenging State academic content and performance standards.
An entity could receive an award to operate a center only if it
demonstrates, to the satisfaction of the Secretary, that it has
expertise in these needs and strategies, and an award under
section 2422 could be up to 5 years in duration.

Under section 2422(c), each center would be required to
maintain appropriate staff expertise, and provide support,
training, and assistance to SEAs, tribes, LEAs, schools, and
other ESEA funding recipients in meeting the needs of the
students in these special populations, including the
coordination of other Federal programs and State and local
programs, resources, and reforms.  Each center would be required
to give priority to providing services to schools, including
Bureau of Indian Affairs-funded schools, that educate the
students described in subsection (a)(1)(A) and have the highest
percentages or numbers of children in poverty and the lowest
student achievement levels.

Under section 2422(d), the Secretary would be required to:
(1) develop a set of performance indicators that assesses
whether the work of the centers assists in improving teaching
and learning under the ESEA for students in the special
populations described; (2)  conduct surveys every two years of
entities to be served under this section to determine if they
are satisfied with the access to, and quality of, the services
provided; (3)  collect, as part of the Department's reviews of
ESEA programs, information about the availability and quality of
services provided by the centers, and share that information
with the centers; and (4)  take whatever steps are reasonable and
necessary to ensure that each center performs its
responsibilities in a satisfactory manner, which may include
termination of an award under this part,  the selection of a new
center, and any necessary interim arrangements.  All of these
activities are designed to ensure the quality and effectiveness
of the proposed centers.
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Section 2422(e) would authorize the appropriation of such
sums as may be necessary for fiscal year 2001 and for each of
the four succeeding fiscal years to carry out the purposes of
section 2422.

Section 2423, parental information and resource centers.
Section 2423 of the ESEA would authorize Parental Information
and Resource Centers ( PIRCs), which are currently authorized
under Title IV of the Goals 2000:  Educate America Act.

Section 2423(a ) would authorize the Secretary to award
grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements to nonprofit
organizations that serve parents (particularly those
organizations that make substantial efforts to reach low-income,
minority, or limited English proficient parents) to establish
PIRCs.  The PIRCs would coordinate the efforts of Federal,
State, and local parent education and family involvement
initiatives.  In addition, the PIRCs would provide training,
information, and support to SEAs, LEAs (particularly LEAs with
high-poverty and low-performing schools), schools (particularly
high-poverty and low-performing schools), and organizations that
support family-school partnerships (such as parent teacher
organizations).  In making awards, the Secretary would be
required, to the greatest extent possible, to ensure that each
State is served by at least one award recipient. Currently,
there are PIRCs in all 50 States, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, and each territory.

Section 2423(b) would establish the appli cation
requirements for the PIRCs.  Applicants desiring assistance
under section 2423 would be required to submit an application at
such time, and in such manner, as the Secretary shall determine.
At a minimum, the application would include:  a description of
the applicant’s capacity and expertise to implement a grant
under section 2423; a description of how the applicant would use
its award to help SEAs and LEAs, schools, and non-profit
organizations in the State (particularly those organizations
that make substantial efforts to reach a large number or
percentage of low-income, minority, or limited English
proficient children) to:  (1) identify barriers to parent or
family involvement in schools, and strategies to overcome those
barriers; and (2) implement high-quality parent education and
family involvement programs that improve the capacity of parents
to participate more effectively in the education of their
children, support the effective implementation of research-based
instructional activities that support parents and families in
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promoting early language and literacy development and support
schools in promoting meaningful parent and family involvement; a
description of the applicant’s plan to disseminate information
on high-quality parent education and family involvement programs
to LEAs, schools, and non-profit organizations that serve
parents in the State; a description of how the applicant would
coordinate its activities with the activities of other Federal,
State, and local parent education and family involvement
programs and with national, State, and local organizations that
provide parents and families with training, information, and
support on how to help their children prepare for success in
school and achieve to high academic standards; a description of
how the applicant would use technology, particularly the
Worldwide Web, to disseminate information; and a description of
the applicant’s goals for the center, as well as baseline
indicators for each of the goals, a timeline for achieving the
goals, and interim measures of success toward achieving the
goals.

Section 2423(c) would limit the Federal share to not more
than 75 percent of the cost of a PIRC.  The non-Federal share
may be in cash or in kind.  Under current law, a grant recipient
must provide a match in each fiscal year after the first year of
the grant, but does not specify the amount of the match.

Section 2423(d)(1) would establish the allowable uses for
program funds.  Recipients would be required to use their awards
to support SEAs and LEAs, schools, and non-profit organizations
in implementing programs that provide parents with training,
information, and support on how to help their children achieve
to high academic standards.  Such activities could include:
assistance in the implementation of programs that support
parents and families in promoting early language and literacy
development and prepare children to enter school ready to
succeed in school; assistance in developing networks and other
strategies to support the use of research-based, proven models
of parent education and family involvement, including the
"Parents as Teachers" and "Home Instruction Program for
Preschool Youngsters" programs, to promote children's
development and learning; assistance in preparing parents to
communicate more effectively with teachers and other
professional educators and support staff, and providing a means
for on-going, meaningful communication between parents and
schools; assistance in developing and implementing parent
education and family involvement programs that increase parental
knowledge about standards-based school reform; and disseminating
information on programs, resources, and services available at
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the national, State, and local levels that support parent and
family involvement in the education of their school-age
children.

Section 2423(d)(2) would require that each recipient use at
least 75 percent of its award to support activities that serve
areas with large numbers or concentrations of low-income
families.  Currently, recipients are required to use 50 percent
of their funds to provide services to low-income areas.

Section 2423(e) would authorize the Secretary to reserve up
to 5 percent of the funds appropriated for section 2423 to
provide technical assistance to the PIRCs and to carry out
evaluations of program activities.

Section 2423(f) of the ESEA would set out three
definitions, taken from current law, for purposes of section
2423.  The term "parent education" would be defined to include
parent support activities, the provision of resource materials
on child development, parent-child learning activities and child
rearing issues, private and group educational guidance,
individual and group learning experiences for the parent and
child, and other activities that enable the parent to improve
learning in the home.

The term "Parents as Teachers program" would be defined as
a voluntary childhood parent education program that:  is
designed to provide all parents of children from birth through
age 5 with the information and support that such parents need to
give their child a solid foundation for school success; is based
on the Missouri Parents as Teachers model, with the philosophy
that parents are their child’s first and most influential
teachers; provides regularly scheduled personal visits with
families by certified parent educators; provides regularly
scheduled developmental screenings; and provides linkage with
other resources within the community to provide services that
parents may want and need, except that such services are beyond
the scope of the Parents As Teachers program.

The term "Home Instruction for Preschool Youngsters
program" would be defined as a voluntary early-learning program
for parents with one or more children between the ages of 3
through 5 that provides support, training, and appropriate
educational materials necessary for parents to implement a
school-readiness, home instruction program for their child.
Such a program also includes:  group meetings with other parents
participating in the program; individual and group learning
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experiences with the parent and child; provision of resource
materials on child development and parent-child learning
activities; and other activities that enable the parent to
improve learning in the home.

Section 2423(g) would r equire each PIRC to submit an annual
report on its activities.  The report would include at least:
the number and types of activities supported by the recipient
with program funds; activities supported by the recipient that
served areas with high numbers or concentrations of low-income
families; and the progress made by the PIRC in achieving the
goals included in its application.

Section 2423(h) would prohibit any individual from being
required to participate in any parent education program or
developmental screening supported by program funds.  In
addition, PIRCs would be prohibited from infringing on the right
of a parent to direct the education of their children.  Finally,
the requirements of section 444(c) of the General Education
Provisions Act, relating to procedures protecting the rights of
privacy of students and their families in connection with
surveys or data-gathering activities, would apply to PIRCs.  All
of these protections would be continued from current law.

Section 2423(i) would authori ze the appropriation of such
sums as may be necessary for fiscal years 2001 through 2005 to
carry out the PIRC program.

Section 2424, Eisenhower Regional Mathematics and Science
Education Consortia.   Section 2424 of the ESEA would authorize
the establishment and operation of the Eisenhower Regional
Mathematics and Science Education Consortia.  The Eisenhower
Consortia are currently authorized under Part C of Title XIII of
the ESEA.  In addition to updating current law to eliminate
outdated or unnecessary provisions and making structural
changes, section 2424 would eliminate some of the current
authorized uses of funds for the Eisenhower Consortia in order
to focus the uses of funds more closely on the program's core
purposes.  Section 2424 would also authorize the appropriation
of such sums as may be necessary for fiscal years 2001 through
2005 to carry out the Eisenhower Consortia.
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SUBPART 3 – TECHNOLOGY-BASED TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE INFORMATION
DISSEMINATION

Section 2431, Web-based and other information
dissemination.   Section 2431 of the ESEA would authorize the
Secretary to carry out, through grants, contracts, or
cooperative agreements, a national system, through the Worldwide
Web and other advanced telecommunications technologies, that
supports interactive information sharing and dissemination about
ways to improve educational practices throughout the Nation.  In
designing and implementing this proposed information
dissemination system, the Secretary would be required to create
opportunities for the continuing input of students, teachers,
administrators, and other individuals who participate in, or may
be affected by, the Nation's educational system.

The proposed new information dissemination system would
include information on:  (1)  stimulating inst ructional materials
that are aligned with challenging content standards; and (2)
successful and innovative practices in instruction, professional
development, challenging academic content and student
performance standards,  assessments, effective school
management, and such other areas as the Secretary determines are
appropriate.

Under section 2431(a)(3)(A), the Secretary could require
the technical assistance providers funded under proposed Part D
of Title II of the ESEA, or under Subpart 2 of Part D of Title
III of the ESEA (as amended by Title III of the bill), or the
educational laboratories and clearinghouses of the Educational
Resources Information Center supported under the Educational
Research, Development, Dissemination, and Improvement Act, to:
(1) provide information (including information on practices
employed in the regions or States served by the providers) for
use in the proposed information dissemination system; (2)
coordinate their activities in order to ensure a unified system
of technical assistance; or (3) otherwise participate in the
proposed information dissemination system.  Under section
2431(a)(3)(B), the Secretary would be required to ensure that
these dissemination activities are integrated with, and do not
duplicate, the dissemination activities of the Office of
Educational Research and Improvement (OERI), and that the public
has access, through this system, to the latest research,
statistics, and other information supported by, or available
from, OERI.
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Section 2431(b) would aut horize the Secretary to carry out
additional activities, using advanced telecommunications
technologies where appropriate, to assist LEAs, SEAs, tribes,
and other ESEA recipients in meeting the requirements of the
Government Performance and Results Act of 1993.  This assistance
could include information on measuring and benchmarking program
performance and student outcomes.

Section 2432 would authorize the appropriation of such sums
as may be necessary for fiscal years 2001 through 2005 to carry
out Subpart 3.

SUBPART 4 – NATIONAL EVALUATION ACTIVITIES

Section 2441, national evaluation activities.   Section 2441
of the ESEA would require the Secretary to conduct, directly or
through grants, contracts, or cooperative agreements, such
activities as the Secretary determines necessary to:
(1) determine what constitutes effective technical assistance;
(2) evaluate the effectiveness of the technical assistance and
dissemination programs authorized by, or assisted under, Part E
of Title II of the ESEA, and the educational laboratories, and
clearinghouses of the Educational Resources Information Center,
supported under the Educational Research, Development,
Dissemination, and Improvement Act, (notwithstanding any other
provision of such Act); and (3)  increase th e effectiveness of
those programs.


